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Figure 3.11: Sankey plot showing the distribution of Pleroma instances.
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Figure 5: Trends in daily active users tagged with major events. Twitter-only (blue) and Mastodon-only (orange) lines indicate the
number of users active exclusively on one platform, while Twitter & Mastodon (green) represents users active on both platforms.
The z-axis denotes a particular date ¢;, when we assess whether a user was active within the past one day. Red dashed lines
highlight the key moments, where the temporal shifts overlap among the three trends (blue, orange, and green)
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Figure 3: Illustration of the inter-instance subnetwork. Nodes correspond to users belonging to the instances composing the top-5 instance
merged network and only inter-instance edges are drawn. Nodes are colored according to their membership instances, i.e., mastodon.social
(blue), pawoo.net (red), mastodon.xyz (green), mstdn.io (magenta), and octodon.social (orange). The color of an edge corresponds to

the color of the source instance. The displayed layout is based on the force-directed drawing ForceAtlas2 model. (Produced by using the
Graphistry service, available at https://www.graphistry.com.)
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Findings Report: Governance on Fediverse
Microblogging Servers

Erin Kissane and Darius Kazemi with the support of the Digital Infrastructure Insights Func
Correspondence: fediversalistpapers@gmail.com

August 20, 2024

[PDEF version / web version]

[Quick-Start Guide to Fediverse Governance Decisions]

[Fediverse Governance Opportunities for F s &L ]

Project Introduction

We proposed this project in the fall of 2023 based on our shared sense that the Fediverse’s history of
resilience and expansion positions it as one of our best chances to allow more people to maintain
strong social connections online while escaping the behavioral manipulation, pervasive
surveillance, and capricious governance that characterizes large-scale centralized social platforms.

Initial research question: “What are the most effective governance and administration
models/structures in place on n | s, and what infrastructural gaps
(human and digital) persist?”

Our rationale at the project’s outset: “The Fediverse's rapid expansion brings both opportunities
and multifaceted risks. Our research seeks to identify current server administrators’ most promising
models for mitigating those risks and outline the biggest and most important gaps in risk mitigation,
with the aim of helping the broader Fediverse level up governance quickly, safely, and collaboratively.”
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Fediverse 2.0

se 2.0, which is well underway - and
ore exciting. That's the Fediverse as a
connecting multiple platforms: Wordpress,

Flipboard, Ghost — and of course Threads.”
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Conclusions

Fediverse Research Library be useful
lars, researchers, journalists and all

* \WWhoever wants to actively contribute to the
Library is welcome
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