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CHALLENGE: GENERATION FRACTURE

1984 (!): commercial broadcasting draws young audiences away from PSM

1986: first young radio channel (Radio Bremen 4) 

1994: the Internet draws young audiences away from PSM

2005: generation fracture issue escalates

2009: first young TV channel (ZDFneo) 

2013: politics mandates ARD & ZDF with a tri-medial youth offer

2014: the BBC announces that BBC 3 will go online-only

2014: DE politics changes mandate to an online-only youth offer

2015: Florian Hager, Vice-Programme Director Arte.tv, becomes founding director
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SOLUTION: FUNK

Funk.net

https://www.funk.net/
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SOLUTION: FUNK

Funk.net
Press: formats

https://www.funk.net/
https://presse.funk.net/format/
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SOLUTION: FUNK

Funk.net

https://www.funk.net/
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DILEMMA OF FUNK

Funk.net

https://www.funk.net/
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§ The Internet is not a broadcast but an addressed telecommunications network → 
Individual content providers aka ‚users‘ aka „The People Formerly Known as the
Audience“ (Jay Rosen, 2006)

§ Monopolistic platforms whose sole revenue is from targeted ads
§ Platform lock-in
§ Algorithmic control
§ Content is attributed to platform not PSM
§ …

DILEMMATA OF MEDIA ON PLATFORMS
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The problem is not a lack of content for young audiences
but that commercial platforms control their attention. 

DILEMMATA OF MEDIA ON PLATFORMS
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SOLUTION: A SHARED DIGITAL EUROPEAN PUBLIC SPHERE

Ulrich Wilhelm, BR / ARD: ‚European super-platform‘

Acatech: European Public Sphere. Towards Digital Sovereignty for Europe, July 2020

PublicSpaces

Beyond Platforms Initiative (BPI)

Cultural Broadcasting Archive (CBA)

European Public Open Spaces (EPOS) / 
Public Open Space (POS)

→
} SDEPS 

(Shared Digital European Public Sphere)

PublicSpaces 
Conference
11 March 2021

https://en.acatech.de/publication/european-public-sphere/
https://publicspaces.net/
https://beyond-platforms.org/
https://cba.fro.at/
https://publicopen.space/epos
https://public-open-space.eu/
https://publicspaces.net/conference-2021/
https://publicspaces.net/conference-2021/
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SOLUTION: A RE-DECENTRALIZED, ETHICAL, PUBLIC SERVICE INTERNET

ØBBC R&D with Mozilla Foundation, Doteveryone and the Open Data Institute: 
Building A Public Service Internet

ØTim Berners-Lee: Solid (social linked data)

ØBrewster Kahle: DWeb (Locking the Web Open: A Call for a Decentralized Web, 
11.08.2015)
ØMeta-Site: Redecentralize

ØTristan Harris: Time Well Spent → Center for Humane 
Technology

ØAudrey Tang: deliberative democracy in Taiwan    →

ØEU funding programme Next Generation Internet

https://www.bbc.co.uk/rd/projects/public-service-internet
https://solid.inrupt.com/
https://decentralizedweb.net/
http://brewster.kahle.org/2015/08/11/locking-the-web-open-a-call-for-a-distributed-web-2/
https://redecentralize.org/
https://www.humanetech.com/
https://www.ngi.eu/
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Let's put together a toolbox, and the young will build their
own media and communications environment.

A PROPOSAL



Volker Grassmuck

vgrass.de

MANY THANKS!
QUESTIONS?

https://www.vgrass.de/

